Geography and World Citizenship

brings out vividly the complexity of international commerce.
War-time measures adopted and periodically announced
by such Ministries as that of Supply, Food and Fuel,
especially in connexion with rationing, are an obvious illustra-
tion of the interdependence of nations. So too is a study of
the reasons for the blockade of Germany by the United
Nations.

IMPORTANCE OF CORRECT CONCLUSIONS

Geography is not merely an observational study, neither
is it merely objective. Conclusions must be drawn, and
drawn correctly. The results of these studies should be the
realization that nations cannot exist without help from one
another, and that all nations should co-operate fully with
each other. The disastrous results of the strong isolationist
policy which held sway in the United States until only just
before she entered the war is a warning and an example.

But it is not safe to assume that children will draw the
desired conclusions from the facts as presented. It will often
be necessary to discuss observations and to ask questions and
make suggestions.

The contribution which geography can make to higher
citizenship may thus be summarized :

Geography establishes respect by showing that the
foreigner can do many things that we cannot, or may do
some things well which we do poorly. The converse is also
true. The Eskimo's kayak, the American Indian's stone
arrow, the Australian's boomerang, the porcelain of the
Chinese are all examples of skill which we do not possess.
Each nation has its own particular value to the world, and
therefore its own peculiar contribution to make.

Geography shows that the foreigner is engaged in tasks
much akin to our own. His problems are often our own
problems and ours are his. Men are everywhere engaged
in cultivating the soil, sailing the seas, burrowing under-
ground for coal and metals, building homes and working